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Deconstructing Hybrid Education: 
Learning from the Past, Innovating for the Future.
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At the APTA CSM 2025 conference, 
leading educators from across the 
country came together to explore 
the evolution and growing impact of 
hybrid DPT education, challenging 
misconceptions, and highlighting 
how thoughtful design, strong 
pedagogy, and strategic innovation 
are shaping the future of physical 
therapy education. 

Summary: Key Topics Covered:
•	 Hybrid Defined Thoughtfully: Intentional integration 

of synchronous/asynchronous online learning 
with immersive in-person experiences to enhance 
engagement, flexibility, and outcomes.

•	 Hybrid ≠ Emergency Remote: True hybrid models 
require 6–9 months of planning and are grounded in 
instructional design—not pandemic-era quick fixes.

•	 Pedagogy First: Built on constructivist learning 
principles using the Community of Inquiry (COI) 
framework—supporting teaching, social, and cognitive/
psychomotor presence.

•	 Historical Evolution: Charts 20+ years of hybrid 
development in PT education, from early digital tools to 
advanced, scalable models. 

•	 Diversity & Access: Expands reach to underrepresented, 
geographically dispersed, and working adult students. 
Program Design Considerations: Covers curriculum 
mapping, delivery patterns, support models, and third-
party collaboration.

•	 Myth-Busting: Debunks common misconceptions about 
rigor, clinical readiness, and faculty engagement with 
real-world data and examples.

•	 Trends & Data: Presents national growth, enrollment 
patterns, NPTE pass rates, and tuition comparisons in 
hybrid DPT programs.

•	 Future Outlook: Emphasizes collaboration, innovation, 
and data-informed planning to ensure quality and 
sustainability.



Emergency remote instruction differs 
significantly from true hybrid models. 
Hybrid delivery requires intentional 
design, planning, and feedback 
integration—ensuring quality and 
consistency in the student experience

Hybrid ≠ Emergency Remote

Hybrid education uses intentional 
integration of synchronous/
asynchronous online learning with 
immersive in-person experiences to 
enhance engagement, flexibility, and 
outcomes. Flipped classrooms also 
support applied learning by shifting 
content delivery outside the classroom.

Hybrid Defined Thoughtfully
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Hybrid education in PT has evolved 
over more than 20 years—from early 
digital tools to advanced, scalable 
models. It’s not a trend, but the result 
of decades of innovation, intentional 
design, and growing demand for 
flexibility, access, and academic rigor.

Historical Evolution

Hybrid education is built on 
constructivist learning principles 
using the Community of Inquiry (COI) 
framework—supporting teaching, 
social, and cognitive/psychomotor 
presence. This approach ensures 
learning is intentional, connected, and 
outcomes-driven.

Pedagogy First


